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esteemed professor, consummate musician 
and beloved husband, passed away on Janu-
ary 3, 2010. 

A native of Hamilton, Ontario, Dr. Bel-
lingham was deeply dedicated to allowing peo-
ple of all ages to understand and appreciate 
music in that same manner that he did. He 
was a member of the American Federation of 
Musicians, the Viola da Gamba Society of 
Great Britain, an associate member of Early 
Music America, and President of the Viola da 
Gamba Society of America. He joined the Uni-
versity of Connecticut faculty in 1974 and was 
a Professor Emeritus of Music History in 
UConn’s School of Fine Arts. 

His passion for the music and culture of the 
past was matched only by his contributions to 
the present. In 1976, Dr. Bellingham directed 
the Storrs Collegium Musicum, where music of 
the late Middle Ages, Renaissance and Ba-
roque periods was performed on original or 
masterfully recreated instruments of the era. 
Around this same time, he founded and con-
ducted the Willimantic Orchestra. In 1983, he 
celebrated the 150th anniversary of 
Willimantic’s incorporation by bringing local tal-
ent together to perform Burton Leavitt’s oper-
etta The Frogs of Windham. 

Dr. Bellingham was also a passionate volun-
teer who used his great knowledge of culture 
and history to meaningfully engage members 
of his community. He was a long-time patron 
of the Jorgenson Center for the Performing 
Arts and founding member of its CoStars vol-
unteer organization. He actively participated in 
youth outreach programs at Jorgenson and 
taught at UConn’s Center for Learning in Re-
tirement as well as the Adult Learning Pro-
gram in West Harford. Dr. Bellingham and his 
wife, Deborah Walsh Bellingham, were recipi-
ents of the School of Fine Arts Outstanding 
Volunteer Award in 2009 for their support and 
service. 

Dr. Bellingham will be dearly missed by his 
students, fellow educators, and the artistic 
community of eastern Connecticut. The depth 
of affection for Bruce was visibly on display 
January 10, 2010 at his memorial service at 
von der Mehden Recital Hall on the University 
of Connecticut campus that filled to capacity. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in mourning 
the loss and honoring the life of Bruce Bel-
lingham. 
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Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that the House join me in recognizing Mr. 
William ‘‘Bill’’ Brown of Batavia, New York on 
achieving Honorary status in the Batavia Ro-
tary Club. 

Bill has been recognized to receive this 
award by distinguishing himself through ‘‘meri-
torious service in the furtherance of Rotary 
ideals.’’ 

Bill first joined the Batavia Rotary Club in 
January of 1960, and he served as the organi-
zation’s president from 1974 to 1975. He was 
one of the first Batavia Rotary Club members 

to be awarded a Paul Harris Fellow for his 
generous donation to those less fortunate. 

Additionally, Bill was chairman of Rotary 
Radio Days for 35 years and was a popular 
participant in the annual Rotary Comedy 
Show. 

Bill has always stood by his commitment 
and dedication to ‘‘service above self.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask that this House join 
me in recognizing Bill for his commitment to 
the Batavia Rotary Club and achieving Hon-
orary status in the organization. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE NA-
TIONAL URBAN FELLOWS 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
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Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of the National 
Urban Fellows on the occasion of its 40th an-
niversary. 

The National Urban Fellows has recruited 
and developed mid-career men and women of 
color in pursuit of equity and social justice 
since 1970. National Urban Fellows is the only 
program in the country where individuals re-
ceive both an advanced degree and essential 
leadership experience. The 14-month, full-time 
graduate degree program comprises two se-
mesters of academic course work and a nine- 
month mentorship assignment. The program 
culminates with a Master of Public Administra-
tion Degree (MPA) from Bernard M. Baruch 
College, School of Public Affairs, of the City 
University of New York. After graduation Alum-
ni work in public service, government and non- 
profit leadership. For 40 years National Urban 
Fellows has developed leaders who identify 
issues, shape solutions and form policy. 

Today, 40 years later, National Urban Fel-
lows has graduated well over 1,100 men and 
women of color who hold policy-making posi-
tions as mayors, city and county managers, 
commissioners and officers of major nonprofit 
and philanthropic organizations in urban areas 
across the country. 

The National Urban Fellows program’s 40 
years of distinguished work is commendable 
and fully deserving of the recognition. Please 
join me in congratulating this esteemed orga-
nization. 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker. I rise in support of H.R. 4462—a bill 
that will accelerate the income tax benefits for 
charitable cash contributions for the relief of 
victims of the earthquake in Haiti. 

As you know, on Tuesday, January 12th, a 
massive, 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck 
Haiti near the capital of Port-au-Prince. There 
is still no official estimate of death or destruc-

tion, the damage to buildings is extensive and 
the number of injured or dead is estimated to 
be in the hundreds, even thousands. 

Several eyewitnesses reported heavy dam-
age and bodies in the streets of the capital, 
Port-au-Prince, where concrete-block homes 
line steep hillsides. 

Haiti sits on a large fault that has caused 
catastrophic quakes in the past, but this one 
was described as among the most powerful to 
hit the region within the last 200 years. With 
many poor residents living in tin-roof shacks 
that sit precariously on steep ravines and with 
much of the construction in Port-au-Prince and 
elsewhere in the country of questionable qual-
ity, the expectation was that the quake caused 
major damage to buildings and significant loss 
of life. 

The dimensions of the disaster are still un-
folding, but Haiti’s Prime Minister Jean-Max 
Bellerive told CNN that he believes there are 
well over 100,000 dead, and leading senator 
Youri Latortue estimated the number at pos-
sibly as high as 500,000, according the Asso-
ciated Press. 

America is responding, and will continue to 
respond with immediate humanitarian assist-
ance to help the people of this struggling is-
land nation rebuild their livelihoods. I send my 
condolences to the people and government of 
Haiti as they grieve once again in the after-
math of a natural disaster. As Haiti’s neighbor, 
it is the United States’ responsibility to help 
Haiti recover, and build the capacity to miti-
gate against future disasters. 

American and her allies have already initi-
ated a comprehensive, interagency response 
to the earthquake. The State Department, De-
partment of Defense, Department of Home-
land Security, Coast Guard, USAID—all 
worked overnight to ensure that critical re-
sources are positioned to support the re-
sponse and recovery effort, including efforts to 
find and assist American citizens in Haiti. 

U.S. Southern Command will deploy a team 
of 30 people to Haiti to support U.S. relief ef-
forts in the aftermath of yesterday’s dev-
astating earthquake. The team includes U.S. 
military engineers, operational planners, and a 
command and control group and communica-
tion specialists, will arrive in Haiti today on two 
C–130 Hercules aircraft. The team will work 
with U.S. Embassy personnel as well as Hai-
tian, United Nations and international officials 
to assess the situation and facilitate follow on 
U.S. military support. 

Our friends in the international community 
must also be commended for their efforts. The 
United Nations is releasing $10 million from its 
emergency funds. The European Commission 
has approved C3 million ($4.37 million) with 
more funds likely. Countless other nations 
from Germany, to China, to Israel to Mexico 
have also pledged support. I commend each 
of these nations for coming to a nation in dire 
need of assistance. 

Many of my constituents ask what they can 
do to help, or how they can find their loved 
ones. Those who are interested in helping im-
mediately can text ‘HAITI’ to ‘90999’ and a do-
nation of $10 will be made automatically to the 
Red Cross for relief efforts. The donation will 
be charged to your cell phone bill. 

The outpouring of support and funding from 
the American people was both instant and 
sustained. According to the Washington Post, 
the text messaging effort raised $5 million in 
its first day, breaking the previous one-day 
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